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Microsoft Seeks Patent for Revolutionary Wiretapping Software

Spy Snaps: More in the News

Microsoft Seeks Patent for Revolutionary Wiretapping
Software

Just weeks after buying Skype, Microsoft may be awarded a patent for
technology that lets it eavesdrop on VolIP calls.

The major computer tech conglomerate applied for the patent, titled "Legal
Intercept”, that allows the surreptitious recording of calls made over a VolP
network. Rationalising the patent may be a way for Microsoft to answer
governmental requests for surveillance and wiretapping. The patent application
claims that the need for such software appeared as traditional techniques for
silently recording telephone communication may not work correctly with VolP and
other network-based communication technology.

If awarded, Microsoft’'s patent would help Skype overcome resistance from foreign
governments insisting on a ‘backdoor’ solution. For example, last year the Indian
government threatened to ban Skype, Google, and Blackberry for not complying
with stringent surveillance laws. In 2008, Skype's reputation in China suffered
after it admitted to monitoring calls on behalf of the Government. The Austrian
police service has already claimed it can bug Skype calls, though Skype has
never commented on the matter.

Back in 2009 when Microsoft applied for a patent, buying Skype was probably not
on their agenda. However, the company may have had in mind similar voice
messaging software such as Microsoft Voice and Unified Communications.

Read Full Story from Original Source...

DID YOU KNOW?

The number of US Federal wiretaps increased over 80% in 2010 to 1,207 phone and other

electronic communication interception requests.
Source:

Spy Snaps: More in the News

The Sunday Times steps up security around its award-winning journalists,
whose movements and phone conversations were monitored by the South-
African Police Commissioner.
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http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2387815,00.asp
http://blogs.forbes.com/andygreenberg/2011/07/01/federal-wiretaps-nearly-doubled-in-the-last-year/
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Read More...

The FBI arrested the former senior software engineer of the world’s major
derivatives and futures exchanges operator CME Group, over the theft of
trade secrets.

Read More...

The giant German chemicals company Evonik has said its managers keep
their mobile phones in biscuit tins during meetings to guard against
industrial espionage.

Raili Maripuu, WhiteRock Managing Director: "Biscuit tins are naturally better
than nothing and a creative approach to a problem in a corporate environment
with no counter measures against unauthorised surveillance. However, serious
businesses and their boardrooms need serious cover — carried out by
professionals."

Read More...
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http://www.timeslive.co.za/sundaytimes/2011/07/03/sunday-times-journalists-intimidated
http://chicago.cbslocal.com/2011/07/02/libertyville-man-arrested-for-theft-of-trade-secrets-from-cme-group/
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/mobile-phone-spying-takes-biscuit/story-e6frg6so-1226083112402

